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January Program  

The DARC Program Presentation will be “D-

Star for All of Us” presented by Fred Varian, 

WD5ERD, and Jim McClellan, N5MIJ. Both 

are well versed in the finer points of D-Star. 

Come out and learn more about this important 

technology as the DARC partners with the City 

of Dallas to get a new D-Star repeater system 

on the air in 2012. 

 This will be an informative program. Don’t 

miss it! See you January 3 
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President’s Corner 
       By Tom General, KE5ICX 

 

Well, I was told I had one more of these articles 

to write, so I’ll do exactly that.  So I guess 

you’ll have to consider my “good byes” from 

last month just a warm up.   

 

So what can I say on the second “Big 

Goodbye” oratory?  Well, here’s a few things 

to consider about 2011 and 2012. 

 

As the DARC heads into year 99 I’d like to 

remind everyone about what an amazing 

achievement that really is.  Most companies do 

not last that long.  Even previously 

“unsinkable” businesses are vulnerable to 

failure.  Consider SEARS as an example of a 

company that’s been around for over 100 years 

and that they just filed for bankruptcy this 

week.  What can go wrong with a centenarian 

business concern?  Apparently quite a bit.  In 

an era of “too big to fail” and seeing just the 

opposite and the world’s largest economy with 

it, you have to ask a few fundamental 

questions. 

 

“How can such a thing happen?” and “Can such 

a thing happen to an organization like the 

DARC?” 

 

Well, we do know a few things and some 

lessons one can take away from in regards to 

Sears and run in exactly the opposite direction. 

 

As a kid I remember “The Wish Book” - 

simply the Sears Catalog.  In 1985 Sears 

dispensed with that 100 year approach (The 

first catalog was published in 1888) and 

decided just getting people into the store was 

all that was required.  Filling the gap of that 

catalog came in 1994, when Jeff Bezos opened 

the first successful “on line” catalog, 

“amazon.com”.  Today, many of us former 

Sears catalog fans shop on line and purchase 

gifts for friends and families at amazon.com.  

We even use “virtual cart” which we add items 

over days or weeks and when shipping 

becomes a small fraction of the price, we “cash 

in” those carts and get all the goodies we’ve 

been ordering. In a matter of a few days, they 

arrive on our doorstep - just like Sears items 

did 100 year earlier.  Amazon.com started as a 

bookstore and expanded to every category 

imaginable, and the “one click” shopping 

became the hallmark of the on line experience.   

 

Flash across the country to Chicago and 

discover this year’s Christmas shopping 

experience at Sears was more like Grinch’s 

worst nightmare.  The goliath is planning on 

closing hundreds of stores after finding out that 

not only were people not shopping in their drab 

stores they were driving past as fast as the car 

could take them to Target, Barnes and Noble, 

and many other retailers whose brightly lit 

stores offered bargains and a pleasant shopping 

experience.   

 

In short, Sears stopped listening to its 

customers, failed to update their image, and 

strategically moved away from a successful 

business model.  Once again, following that 

monicer “Too big to fail” to a point where they 

will neither be too big, nor can they NOT fail.  

Failure will, most likely, be on Sears’ doorstep 

in the coming 36 months. 

 

So one has to ask, what does that mean for a 

100 year old hobby and our club which 

promotes it?   

 

The answer is this.  Like so many other things 

in America, the creation of something “new” 

results in the destruction of something else.   
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Our economy is in a constant state of flux, and 

we as Americans have always taken that 

challenge in stride.  We shouldn’t be afraid of 

change and we shouldn’t worry about what 

“other” clubs and organizations are suffering.  

If they are succeeding, that is a different story.     

 

You’ve seen other organizations with their 

infighting, shrinking membership, and 

somewhat rudderless direction.  These 

characteristics are what failing business 

experience in their final years as an “ongoing 

concern”.  As I tried to point out in the last 

President’s Corner, is “we do stuff”.  We 

acknowledge our place in the scheme of things, 

we are willing to take risks, and we aren’t 

afraid to do new things.  The important part of 

any club is to have a purpose, serve its 

membership, and reassess where we are at in 

that endeavor through a self realized 

“continuous improvement”.   

 

So are we doing the right thing? 

 

Yes.  We are improving our membership totals 

through a variety of means.  As an example one 

person who will be up for membership in 

January doesn’t even live in the Dallas area but 

has checked in on the W5FC 88 repeater via 

Echolink.  He sees value in what we do and 

derives benefit by visiting us via this simple 

(and relatively inexpensive system) we operate. 

 

We have the most popular repeater system in 

the area.  You may have noticed a few 

unfamiliar voices on the 2-meter repeater.  Two 

systems are currently down in the Dallas area 

while ours continues its 24/7/365 “up time”.  

We could “go down” but we have a back up 

system for the 2-meter repeater which can and 

will be available should something unexpected 

happen.  We take pride in our popular repeater 

system, and we take responsibility to keep it 

running.  And for fun, maybe we should come 

up with a slogan “When all else fails, turn to 

88!”  Members routinely rely on our system as 

do non-members!   

 

While we are on the subject of repeaters, we 

know it was a tradition of many clubs in the 

1970’s, to operate a repeater system and to this 

day these systems act as a calling card to 

amateur radio and allows our members the 

opportunity to communicate, invite new hams 

into our fold, and to provide a service to our 

various served agencies and groups through the 

loan and use of that same system. 

 

However, started a few years ago we decided to 

go far beyond “just” the repeater system.  We 

The Dallas Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 

PO Box 744266 Dallas, TX 75374 
 

2012 DARC Officers and Directors: 
 

President Randy Patterson - KE5JIT 

Vice-President Kevin Grantham - N5KRG 

Treasurer Tony Mendina - KE5TGM 

Secretary Larry Melby - KA5TXL 

Director (12/2014) Jeff Quebe – KC5JQ 

Director (12/2014) Tom General – KE5ICX 

Director (12/2013) Roger Elkington - KE5YTA 

Director (12/2013) Bill Cahill - AD8BC 

Director (12/2012) Scott Drummond - KE5DKV 

Director (12/2012) TBD - Randy Patterson - KE5JIT 
 

The Dallas Amateur Radio Club, Inc., founded in 1914, 

is an ARRL-affiliated Special Service Club, and is a 

non-profit, tax-exempt 501(c)3 organization.  Your 

donations to the DARC qualify for tax exemption. 
 

Club meetings are always open to anyone interested in 

amateur radio.  To contact us email:  info@w5fc.org. 
 

Our repeater Trustee is Johnny Davis K5JD.  Our 

repeaters are located in the city of Dallas and are 

available for the use of all licensed amateur radio 

operators, subject to the repeater guidelines set forth in 

the official DARC website, w5fc.org. 
 

 

DARC REPEATERS: 
 

2m 146.880 out 146.280 in 110.0/110.9 

1.25m 224.880 out 223.280 in 110.9/110.9 

70cm 442.425 out 447.425 in 110.9/110.9 
 

 

Your letters to the editor or articles for In the DARC are 

welcomed.  They may be edited for length or style, and 

they may or may not be published.  The DARC accepts 

no responsibility for the accuracy of the contents of this 

newsletter.  Reproduction is permitted provided that 

this newsletter and the original source are credited. 

 

Copyright © 2011 Dallas Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 

 

 

This newsletter is composed, edited and saved as a PDF 

file for membership use.   
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also use the social networking tools available 

and popular today, “Twitter”, “Facebook”, 

“Yahoo! Groups”, “ustream.tv” and the free 

archiving service “archive.org”.  These free 

services also serve to bring awareness to our 

activities and enhance our abilities to 

communicate.  Amateur radio is about reaching 

out and connecting with our community and 

other hams.  It’s in our interest to constantly 

rise to the challenge of new technologies and 

adapt them in a useful way. 

 

Doing so also allows us a chance to meet 

people who are, as yet, NOT hams but might 

find the hobby interesting.  Traditionally we’ve 

been the place and group to meet AFTER 

people get their license.  Today, that’s no 

longer the only case.  We are able to work with 

people and encourage them to get their license 

so they can join us on the air.  We can help 

them with that process.  Several members we 

brought on board in 2011 did so before getting 

their licenses and contacted us via the various 

internet portals. 

 

Today we offer, through various means, the 

ability to listen to archived audio from our nets, 

streaming video/audio (ustream.tv, N5KD’s 

audio page), and we are working on a “dial up” 

method of communicating - a sort of “reverse 

autopatch” via Allstar.net. 

 

We’ve greatly expanded our reach to the 

community and expanded the definition of  

community.  In 2012 we’ll be getting DStar up 

and running which will allow even further 

penetration into our expanded community and 

will allow us to connect to hams via this very 

popular and useful VHF/UHF system.  This 

will bring a new challenge to the club as well, 

adding VOIP and networking to our skill sets as 

hams. 

 

While some folks will say, “This isn’t ham 

radio” and even greater number will actively 

say “it is”, and much more.  Our goals as a club 

are simple: “Challenge the membership with 

new technological advances while embracing 

and introducing traditional and useful 

technologies”.  That’s why we still do Morse 

Code classes on the air.  Tell me where any 

other club in the US actively does this?  Yet 

each year we have 7 to 9 people who “stick it 

through” the 3 months of classes and 

“graduate” with this ability, and this was after 

the FCC dropped the requirement, we still had 

people interested in participating. We’ve also 

managed new, full members from the 

experience as well. 

 

We introduced Tech Net to help new hams “get 

up to speed” on the hobby, and to provide a 

foundation to which they can grow.  I, for one, 

personally love Tech Net.  I learn a lot of 

things, and I appreciate the efforts by our net 

controls and participants in introducing us to 

the nearly endless capabilities and challenges of 

amateur radio.  We set the tone and sparked 

other “tech nets” in the area.   Imitation is the 

sincerest form of flattery.  I’ve heard hams say 

“it’s not like it used to be” and new hams aren’t 

prepared to fully engage their hobby.  Well, 

maybe that’s true.  The barriers to entry are far 

less than the past, but it’s also much more 

likely we can grow the hobby with new hams 

now armed with a “license to learn”.  I 

encourage everyone who has been in this hobby 

any length of time to help us out and contribute 

to this net.  It’s every Saturday at 7PM on the 

146.880 MHz repeater. 

 

Not to stop there we added  EmComm 101 net - 

a monthly introduction to the “how’s” a 

“why’s” of emergency communications.  The 

intent is to help replenish our emergency 

communications pool in RACES and ARES, as 

well as various organizations which participate 

in emergency response such as Salvation Army 

and Red Cross.  We continue to see active 

participation in this once a month Saturday net.  

If you are active in a served agency and would 

like to help us on this net, we’d love to have 

you.  

 

Lastly, we worked with the Metrocrest 

Amateur Radio Society (MARS) and associated 

their successful “Play Day” into our “hands on” 

program.  MARS does “Play Day” exceedingly 

well, and they were kind enough to allow us to 

participate with several joint “Play Days”.  
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Those who came out had the opportunity to 

build their own antennas, get familiar with the 

handitalkie, and work a little HF while visiting.  

Nothing speaks more to the amateur spirit of 

past and present than the willingness and 

excitement in building something of your very 

own.  This is a really great way to get involved 

with other hams, compare building schemes 

and techniques and walk away with a 

functioning antenna as part of a build 

experience.  I want to thank MARS for their 

willingness to work with us and providing a 

great space to spread out and do some really 

worthwhile projects.  They’ve asked us back in 

2012 and I couldn’t be happier.  It’s one of 

those things, that once you’ve done it you can’t 

help but want to try something else - something 

even more challenging.  In 2012 we’ll be doing 

an NVIS resonant antenna system in February.  

Check the website for additional details and a 

“build list” you’ll need on this little project.  

Once done, you can check in on one of the 

NVIS nets we have scheduled for this year.   

 

So, as you can see, we are making every effort 

to reach out and do things that only a club can 

do; work the big projects, like the Voter System 

or DStar.  Get folks working with each other on 

an exciting task or project, and, of course, 

helping out on event communications.  We’re 

expanding this philosophy to DeGoyler 

Elementary in 2012 and are hoping to license a 

bunch of DeGoyler’s kids while helping them 

get excited about the sciences. After all they are 

our future engineers, artists, and educators.     

 

None of this can be done without your help, 

and I’ll say this and it will be my last plea as 

president, I’d like to invite you to our January 

meeting and talk with your fellow members 

about what you want to do in 2012.  Think 

about how you want to help out while doing 

something you enjoy.  Want to teach a 

classroom of kids about how radio works?  

How about showing how to troubleshoot a 

problem circuit in a radio?  How about 

participate in one of our many public 

communications events?  Run a Morse Code 

class on the air?   Act as net control on one of 

our many nets?  Maybe suggest and organize 

some new project, activity, or program the club 

hasn’t thought of - but you have!  I guarantee 

you will not be alone in your endeavor.  

There’s no shortage of things to do or can be 

done.  Just come to one of our meetings and tell 

us your interests!  We want you there. 

 

Once again, and this really is for the last time, 

I’d like to thank everyone in the DARC who 

allowed me to be your president for 2 years.  It 

was a remarkable learning experience for me 

and it proved to me that there’s no limit to what 

DARC people can do.  We will flourish into the 

“second hundred years” thanks to your interest 

and willingness to help others and yourself be 

better at this hobby. 

  

I wish Randy Patterson KE5JIT and his new 

board all the best as I know he’ll work hard to 

make DARC even more successful and *the* 

club of the Dallas area. 

 

73, 

Tom General KE5ICX 

 

 

Neighbor Program Benefits the 

DARC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get a Tom Thumb Reward card and designate 

4056 as the code for the donation program you 

want Tom Thumb to donate to. The DARC will 

receive 1% of your purchase price as a donation 

from Safeway/Tom Thumb.   

 

The club receives a check quarterly from 

Safeway for this.  Please take the time to sign 

up for it. 
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Treasurer’s Report for 11/2011 
Dallas Amateur Radio Club, Inc., 

Treasurer's Report for November 2011 

(11/1/2011 through 11/30/2011) 

 

Date Presented: 12/6/2011 

 

Checking:    $9,893.99 

Vanguard 

      (Ann and Whit Griffith Fund): $8,120.69 

PayPal:    $       0.00 

 

Expenses for November 2011: 

Repeater Site    $     50.00 

AT&T     $     32.55  

Brookhaven Church Donation $   100.00  

Dues & Ballot Mailing Expense $   128.48 

Generator Repair   $   332.93 

Generator Repair 

  Total:   $   643.96 

 

Tony Mendina, Treasurer, DARC 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the DARC Board 

Meeting of 06 December 2011 
 

The Board met on Tuesday Dec 6th at 6:10pm, 

the following members were present. 

 
Present  

President Tom General                  KE5ICX 

Vice- President Kevin Grantham             N5KRG 

Secretary Larry Melby                  KA5TXL 

Treasurer Tony Medina                KE5TGM 

Director  (12/2013) Roger Elkington           KE5YTA 

Director (12/2013) Bill Cahill                       AD8BC 

Director  (12/2012) Randy Patterson              KE5JIT 

Director (12/2011) James Shugart                 N5BKL 

Director (12/2011) Karl Borchardt              KE5AVE 

DARC Upcoming Events 
 

DARC Board Meeting -  Tuesday Jan 3 

Brookhaven Church Business 6:00 PM 

DARC board meetings are open to anyone who 

wishes to attend, visit, and observe. 
 

DARC Club Meeting - Tuesday Jan 3 

Burger House (Informal Meet Up)Dinner 6:00PM  

Brookhaven Church Business 7:00 PM 

 

DARC Tech Net On the Air – 146.880, PL 110.9    

Back up frequency 442.425 PL 110.9  

Every Saturday 1900 – 2000 hours 

 

DARC Meeting on the Air - Sunday Jan 15 

146.88 MHz  7:00 PM - 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Sundays 

All hams are welcome to join this get-together. 

 

Dallas RACES Training Net -              3
rd

 Sunday  

146.88 MHz Sun, 1/15   

Everyone is invited to listen, but only RACES 

appointed stations are permitted to participate. 

 

DARC EmComm Net – Non-denominational 

Emergency Preparedness Discussion.  Saturday 

evening at 8:30 PM after DARC 1
st
 Tuesday meeting 

on 146.880, PL 110.9 – Currently looking for Net 

Control Operators to expand this to a weekly event. 

 

NTS DFW Early Traffic Net - Every Day 

146.88 MHz 6:30 PM - every evening 

All hams are invited to this traffic and training net. 

 

 

Window transmission line – Another name 

for parallel conductor transmission line with 

part polyethylene and part air dielectric.  The 

air dielectric portions are formed by 

“windows” cut into the polyethylene so about 

half the space is filled and half is air 

dielectric.  These transmission line types are 

favored by some amateurs because they have 

less loss than coaxial cable, especially when 

not matched to the load.  In contrast, coaxial 

cable is concentric line with one conductor 

surrounding the other. 
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Arrived at 1830 hours 

Absent  

Director (12/2012) Scott Drummond          KE5DKV 

 

 

¶ minutes of the Nov board meeting 

were approved  

¶ Nomination Committee had nothing 

to report 

¶ treasurers report was approved,  

¶ Randy KE5JIT announced that the 

city of Dallas has begun the 

purchasing process for D-Star 

support equipment.  

¶ The program tonight will be about 

volunteer opourtunities with the 

Dallas PD. 

¶ James N5BKL has renewed the 

Degolyer club license and work with 

them should start up after the first of 

the year. 

¶ Inventory Report. A current 

inventory is underway, the club has 

roughly $64k in physical assets, 

composed of 3 repeater systems 

(excluding D-Star), communications 

trailer, generator trailer, and other 

misc equipment  

¶ Emergency Communications will be 

the presentation in January with a 

NIVS build a thon in Feb 

¶ A firmware revision to the operating 

system for the repeater controller is 

in the works which will allow the 

recording of messages over the 

phone line 

¶  The audit committee is going to be 

auditing the club’s financial records 

¶  The meeting adjourned at 7:01 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Editorial 
By – KE5JIT Randy Patterson 

 

It has been a pleasure being In the DARC 

newsletter editor this past year.  As we move 

into 2012, I will be stepping aside an editor and 

turning the newsletter over to someone else.  

(At the time of this writing, I am still in search 

of the individual willing step up to this task). 

 

I would like to thank everyone who has 

contributed to making the 2011 editions a great 

success.   We have had articles from several 

people, including our own W9VE Don, 

KE5ZCM Katherine, AD8BC Bill, and K5CRG 

Bob.  I am sure there are others whose names I 

have missed, but THANK YOU for being 

supportive in articles.   

 

I would like to also say THANK YOU for all 

the positive feedback given to me either by e-

mail or at club meetings and events.  This is 

what makes doing this responsibility such a 

pleasure to do.  It takes several hours each 

month researching your information and 

waiting on others to turn in their documents the 

layout can be done and out to the membership 

by the first day of each month – only had one 

month where we were late getting it published.  

 

Good luck to our next editor and I will give 

them support and I know you will give them 

your support in providing the feedback needed 

to make IN the DARC a successful newsletter 

for years to come. 

 

If you are interested in helping with this 

position, please contact me soon.  The February 

editions will be just around the corner, waiting 

for that new smiling face. 
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January Area Events 
We have scanned WebPages from our sister Ham 

Clubs to compile this list.  Should you wish to add 

to this month, send an email to ke5jit@yahoo.com  

 

- 01/03 – Tuesday – DARC Monthly Club 

Meeting – Brookhaven Church – 13000 

Marsh Lane – Dallas – Board Mtg. 1800 

hours; General Mtg. 1900 hours 

- 01/07 – Saturday – EMCOM Meet & 

Greet – Dallas Baptist Men – Robert E. 

Dixon Mission Equipping Center, 4301 

Catron, Dallas, TX 75227 – 0900 - Noon 

- 01/14 ï Saturday - MARS and 

ARES/RACES will be hosting a basic 

weather school at the Carrollton City Hall, 

1945 E. Jackson Road, 9:00 to noon  

- 01/14 ï Saturday – MARS - basic use of 

ham radio class 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm at the 

Josey Ranch Public Library, 1700 Keller 

Springs Road. 

- 01/20 & 21 ï Friday/Saturday ï 

Cowtown Hamfest and ARRL North 

Texas Section Convention – see next page 

for details. 

- 01/21 ï Saturday ï CERT – see training 

schedule this newsletter 

- 01/21 ï Saturday - The 2012 SKYWARN 

training session for Collin County – Sign-

In 8:00; Program -8:30 – 4:00 with Lunch 

break – Collin College Conference Center – 

2800 E Spring Creek Pkwy, Plano 75074 

No physical certificates handed out this 

year. 

- 01/28 ï Saturday – North Richland Hills – 

Birdville ISD Fine Arts Center - -8:30 – 

noon – Basic and 1330 to 1600 - Advanced   

- Weekly ï Saturday ï TECH NET – 

DARC – 146.880, PL 110.9 – 1900 – 2000 

hours. Back-up repeater 442.425, PL 110.9   

- Weekly – Monday ï 2000 – DCARA – 

Except 4
th
 Monday. Information/Training 

Net – Freq. 146.920 PL 110.9 

- Weekly – Wednesday – 0830 – IARC – 

The Breakfast Club – McDonald’s, 2410 N 

Story Rd, Irving (Between 183 & Rochelle) 

- Weekly – Thursday – 11:00 a.m. - Crony 

Lunch – Garland ARC –Furr’s Cafeteria – 

350 S Plano Rd. – Richardson 

- Weekly – Saturday – 0700 – 1000 hours – 

MARS – Hams & Eggs – What-A Burger – 

NE Corner of Old Denton & The Bush 

 

Minutes of the DARC Regular 

Club Meeting 06 December 2011 

 
The club met on Tuesday, Dec. 6th at 7:13 p.m.  

Tom KC5ICX called the meeting to order.  The 

following officers and board members where 

present: 

 

President Tom General                         KC5ICX 

Vice – President Kevin Grantham         N5KRG 

Secretary Larry Melby                        KA5TXL 

Treasurer Tony Medina                      KE5TGM 

Director (12/2011) Karl Borchardt     KE5AVE 

Director (12/2011) James Shugart         N5BKL 

Director (12/2012) Randy Patterson      KE5JIT 

Director (12/2013) Roger Elkington   KE5YTA  

 

Absent were: 

Director (12/2012) Scott Drummond  KE5DKV 

Director (12/2013) Bill Cahill               AD8BC 

 

 

1) Lt. Barbra Hobbs from the DPD 

Communication Dept came and gave a 

brief overview of opportunities to 

volunteer in the DPD’s 911 Center.  If 

individuals are interested they can 

contact Sr. Corporal Nancy Skinner 214 

671 3901 

2) Treasurer’s Report was approved 

3) The next club antenna project is Feb 

12
th

 to build a 40 meter NIVS antenna 

4) Morse Code classes will be starting 

back up Jan 9
th

, they will be every 

weekday night 

5) The Pledge was recited 

6) The ballots were counted and results 

were announced for President Randy 

KE5JIT, VP Kevin N5KRG, Secretary 

Larry KA5TXL, Treasurer Tony 

KE5TGM, Director Tom KE5ICX, and 

Director Jeff KC5JQ.  Effective with 

the Jan meeting the seat on the board 

held by Randy KE5JIT will be vacated 

and an election will take place to fill out 

the remaining year on that term. 

7) November minutes were approved. 

mailto:ke5jit@yahoo.com
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8) The club is looking for help with 

working with the kids at Degolyer.  

Most of the help can be as on the air 

contacts. 

9) The first Skywarn School of the year 

will be Jan 14
th

 in Carrollton. The 

Garland Skywarn school is Feb 18th 

10)  The following two people were voted 

in as club members  Brian Ridgeway 

KC5LPC and June Weirich KF5NEG 

11)  All appointed club positions are up for 

renewal, the following positions are 

open a) Newsletter Editor, b) Public 

Service Officer, c) Special Projects 

officer 

12)  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm 

 

 
 

2012 Cowtown Hamfest & ARRL 

North Texas Section Convention 

  

North Texas Hams are preparing to gather in 

Fort Worth in January. The Cowtown Hamfest 

has been approved as the 2012 ARRL North 

Texas Section Convention, January 20-21, at 

Lockheed Martin Recreation Area, 3400 Bryant 

Irvin Road, Fort Worth, Texas 76109.  

 

Doors will be open Friday evening the 20th 

from 3:00 pm until 8:00pm. Saturday the 21st 

we open at 8:00am and close at 3:00pm. Food, 

including Bar-B-Q sandwiches, burgers and 

dogs will be available Friday and Saturday. 

Morning coffee and breakfast will also be 

available. Door prizes will be awarded 

throughout the event. A Kenwood V71A Dual 

Band Mobile will be given away each day. The 

grand prize, Kenwood D710 Dual Band APRS 

Mobile will be at the event’s end. 

 

Volunteers are needed; free entrance will be 

given in return for a minimum of 2 hours 

volunteer time. Volunteer by contacting Ken 

Bush at kb5ybi@yahoo.com or David Forbes at 

KC5UYR@compuserve.com. 

 

The event will feature large vendor areas, with 

over 100 tables, and an outdoor tailgate flea 

market. Several well known commercial 

vendors will be present. A complete set of 

educational programs and meetings will be 

conducted throughout Saturday, and license 

examinations will be held both Friday and 

Saturday. Talk-in is available at 147.28, tone 

110.9. 

 

Cowtown Hamfest is sponsored by the 

Lockheed Martin Amateur Radio Club, 

W5SJZ, and by LMRA. The website is located 

at www.cowtownhamfest.org.  

 
 

QRT 

 

When using rectangular coordinates to graph 

the impedance of a circuit, what does the 

vertical axis represent? 

A. The voltage or current associated 

with the resistive component 

B. The voltage or current associated 

with the reactive component 

C. The sum of the reactive and resistive 

components 

D. The difference between the resistive 

and reactive components 

 

Answer: B 

When graphing rectangular coordinates, the 

vertical axis represents the reactive 

component of the impedance.  When the 

impedance is in a circuit and voltage is applied, 

there will be a current, and the voltage across 

the reactance is plotted perpendicular to the 

horizontal axis and parallel to the vertical axis.  

Remember – horizontal is resistive, and vertical 

is reactive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VSWR - Voltage standing wave ratio, 

often called SWR.  Measure of how well a 

load, such as an antenna, is matched to the 

design impedance of a transmission line.  

An SWR of 1:1 indicates a perfect match.  

Coaxial cables, depending on length, type 

and frequency can often work efficiently 

with an SWR of 3:1, sometime higher.  

Solid state transmitters frequently require 

and SWR of 2:1 or less for proper 

operation. 

mailto:kb5ybi@yahoo.com
mailto:KC5UYR@compuserve.com
http://www.cowtownhamfest.org/


10 

 

 

Texas VHF-FM Society Appoints 

New Directors 
-Email notification by Larry Essary 

 

The existing board of directors appointed Jerrel 

Jones, W5TUU, Grant Laughlin, W5XJ, and 

Rusty Haddock, AE5AE to the three vacant 

positions on the board of directors. 

Elections will be held at the winter meeting for 

the balance of these three director terms that 

end in August of 2013.  

 

 

City of Dallas – CERT - 

Community Emergency Response 

Team 
Training Class ï 120121  

Dallas Fire-Rescue Training Academy  
Saturday, January 21, 2012 - Dallas Fire-

Rescue Training Academy, 5000 Dolphin 

Rd. , Dallas , TX 75223  
8:00 – 9:30 am -  Unit 1  Disaster Preparedness  

9:30 – 11:00 am - Unit 2                  Fire Safety  

11:00 am – 12:00 pm                               Lunch  

12 – 5:00 pm – 

         Unit 3 Disaster Medical Operations Part 1  

         Unit 4 Disaster Medical Operations Part 2  

   

Saturday, January 28, 2012  

Dallas Fire-Rescue Training Academy, 5000 

Dolphin Rd. , Dallas , TX 75223  
8:00 - 12:00 pm         Unit 5 Search and Rescue  

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm                                  Lunch  

1:00 – 3:00 pm         Unit 6 CERT Organization  

3:00 – 4:00 pm         Unit 7              Psychology  

4:00 – 5:00 pm         Unit 8                 Terrorism  

   

Sunday, January 29, 2012  

Dallas Fire-Rescue Training Academy, 5000 

Dolphin Rd. , Dallas , TX 75223  
8:00 – 12:00 pm      Unit 9 Course Review & 

Disaster Simulation  

   

City of Dallas  

Community Emergency Response Team  

Training Class ï 120221  

Oak Lawn United Methodist Church  
   

Tuesday, February 21, 2012  

Oak Lawn United Methodist Church , 3014 

Oak Lawn Ave. , Room R302, Dallas , TX   

75219  
6:30 – 9:00 pm    Unit 1 Disaster Preparedness  

                            Unit 2 Fire Safety  

   

Thursday, February 23, 2012  

Oak Lawn United Methodist Church , 3014 

Oak Lawn Ave. , Room R302, Dallas , TX   

75219  
6:30 - 9:00 pm   Unit 3 Disaster Medical 

Operations – Part 1  

   

Tuesday, February 28, 2012  

Oak Lawn United Methodist Church , 3014 

Oak Lawn Ave. , Room R302, Dallas , TX   

75219  
6:30 – 9:00 pm    Unit 4 Disaster Medical 

Operations – Part 2  

   

Thursday, March 1, 2012  

Oak Lawn United Methodist Church , 3014 

Oak Lawn Ave. , Room R302, Dallas , TX   

75219  
6:30 – 9:00 pm           Unit 5 Search and Rescue  

   

Tuesday, March 6, 2012  

Oak Lawn United Methodist Church , 3014 

Oak Lawn Ave. , Room R302, Dallas , TX   

75219  
6:30 – 9:00 pm   Unit 5 Search and Rescue 

(con’t)  

                                Unit 7  Disaster Psychology  

   

Thursday, March 8, 2012  

Oak Lawn United Methodist Church , 3014 

Oak Lawn Ave. , R302, Dallas , TX   75219  
6:30 – 9:00 pm         Unit 8                 Terrorism  

   

Saturday, March 10, 2012         

Dallas Fire Rescue Training Academy, 5000 

Dolphin Rd , Dallas , TX 75223  
8:00 - 1:00 pm       Unit 6    CERT Organization  

Unit 9  Course Review and Disaster Simulation  
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*Please note the dates the modules are 

presented are subject to change and that 

ALL sessions must be completed to get a 

certificate ï missed sessions may be made up 

at future CERT class offerings.*  
   
C A S S A N D R A  W A L L A C E  
E M E R G E N C Y  

M A N A G E M E N T S P E C I A L I S T  /  CE RT  

P R O G R A M  M A N A G E R   

C I T Y  O F  D A L L A S   

O F F I C E  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  

M A N A G E M E N T  

1 5 00  M A R I L L A ,  L2 A N  ǐ D A L L A S  ,  

T E X A S  7 52 01  

O  2 14 .6 71 .8 96 9  ǐ C  469.525.8778ǐ 

C A S S A N D R A . W A L L A C E @ D A L L A S C I T Y

H A L l.com  

Think.Prepare.Act  
www.knowhat2do.com  

 

http://us.mc808.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Cassandra.Wallace@dallascityhall.com
http://us.mc808.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Cassandra.Wallace@dallascityhall.com
http://us.mc808.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Cassandra.Wallace@dallascityhall.com
http://www.knowhat2do.com/

