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Wounded Warrior Bike Ride 
 
The DARC answered the call to the Wounded Warriors Bike Ride, on March 27th   
and provided communication support for the event.   Andy KE5KOF, our PSO, had 
only 2 weeks to respond with a  communications support plan for the rapidly 
approaching event and managed to pull together hams from not only our club but 
from DCARA and MARS in order to meet the needs of  this  brand new event.   
 
The DARC provided our communications trailer.  Special thanks go out to “setup 

crew”, Bernie K5BP, Randy KE5JIT, and Tom KE5ICX.  John K5JDW acted as SAG, Roger 
KE5YTA was “roving rest stop”, and Andy KE5KOF, was the shadow for the Event Coordinator. 
 
With 3 SAGS, several folks for rest stops, net control, and use of two IRLP repeaters in the area  
(442.025  in Dallas and the 443.450 in Ft. Worth).  The event began at 10AM and ended around 
4:00PM local time.  There was only one accident, a rider hurt their leg in a fall, and was transported to 
one of the local hospitals.  Event coordinators mentioned how quickly police and situation information 
was relayed via the route and organizers were made aware of the situation within seconds of it 
happening.  

 



 
This is the inaugural bike ride and will, most likely, be a yearly event.  We will probably continue to 
participate.  
 
The Wounded Warrior Bike Ride raises awareness for many programs designed to serve our military 
that have been injured, and in turn, raise money through sponsorships, pledges and donations. The 
event drew over 500 bicyclists. 
 
Tech Talk Net 
 
The Tech Talk Net continues to “gain steam” this month, as more hams learn about the Saturday net 
and routinely check in.  As I mentioned last month, Roger KE5YTA and Katherine KE5ZCM are 
alternating as net control.  The net is on the 146.880 MHz repeater.  Besides local check-ins the net also 
gets Echolink contacts via the Internet from the Paris, TX ham radio group, and a fellow from 
Massachusetts.  We also had a fellow from Columbo, Sri Lanka check in.  He was, interestingly, a 
friend of the late famous author, Arthur C. Clarke, who also was a ham radio operator and writer of 
“2001: A Space Odyssey”, apparently they were casual friends! 
 
The net has spurred new interest in Saturday night on W5FC.  The net control stations stress this is a 
“new ham friendly” net, encouraging new ham to check in for the first time, ask their questions about 
the hobby, and get advice from the checked in participants.   Don W9VE, our resident mentor, has 
routinely checked in offering sage advice on all things having to do with amateur radio.  Thanks, Don, 
for your weekly support!   
  
Frontiers of Flight 
 
The Dallas Amateur Radio Club will be setting up the Communications Trailer at the Frontiers of 
Flight Museum at Love Field, April 10th - 11th.  DARC will be giving tours of the trailer, putting on 
videos about radio and amateur radio during World War II, answering questions about our hobby, 



demonstrations on satellite operations, as well as providing air to ground radio from vintage aircraft. 
 
We will be there from 9AM – 5PM Saturday and Sunday. 
 
If you have vintage World War II radio equipment (working or not), magazines, or other material 
relating to the war and/or ham radio's part in it, we'd really appreciate it.  We've had a number of 
people sign up, but we can always use more folks.  Feel free to contact board@w5fc.org and tell us you 
are interested in participating in this, what is sure to be, a fun event. 
 
The flight museum will have three vintage WWII aircraft which you can ride in, for a fee: 
 
Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress 
 
B-24 Liberator 
 
TP-51C Mustang 
 
This should be a fun event, bring the kids (or grand kids)! 
 
Old Timers Night 
 
Our next general meeting will be April 6th and is our annual “Old Timers Night”.  This is when long 
time members of the DARC and those with more than just a few years in amateur radio tell us stories 
about ham radio “the way it used to be.”  We always have fun hearing about everything from frequency 
wars, “new” technologies (well when they were new!), and even practical jokes, all based on our 
favorite hobby.   
 
Be prepared to bring your “big fish” stories and be ready for an interesting evening.  This meeting is 
easily the most popular of the year with members, so please plan to attend.  The DARC meetings the 
first Tuesday of the month a Metro crest Baptist Church (Youth Center/Chapel), at 13000 Marsh Lane, 
in Farmers Branch.  We are on the main floor making wheelchair access easy.  Please plan to attend. 
 
�

Letters from Len 

By N. T. “Len” Carlson, K4IWL 

 

I apologize to the DARC and the editor of “In the DARC” for not contributing to the newsletter since 
May 2009. It’s just that things got very busy here in Sarasota, Florida with travel, house upgrades, and 
other activities. My plans, after talking with your new editor Mr. Larry Melby KA5TXL, are to 
continue sending tidbits for the newsletter. After being a member of the DARC since 1983 ‘til today, I 
will be dredging up historical information about the club and our Dallas community. 

 



However, in this return to submitting to the newsletter I am bringing the club and all my friends in the 
Dallas community up-to-date on my journey for the past 2 years. 

 

In June of 2008 Judy and I left Dallas for a new permanent home in Sarasota, Florida. We sold our 
2000 sq. ft. house in Plano for a 1500 sq. ft. house in Sarasota and took possession on June 1, 2008. 
After four round trips of 1250 miles one way in my truck and one trip driving a 27’ U-Haul truck 
towing a 10’ U-Haul trailer the move was completed. When downsizing that much something has to 
go. In my case it was the “in-house” ham shack. Judy suggested that I put up a shed in the back yard 
and build a shack. What an idea! So it only took me a year to complete that process for several reasons 
but the shack is in operation, the antennas are up, and I am actively working CW most everyday [QRP 
of course – 5W] and back to home brewing and kit building. To see what my 10’x14’ steel shed looks 
like read the article in the May 2009 issue of InTheDARC. 

 

Life here is a lot different than in Dallas but having raised my family in Florida until 1983, when I 
moved to Dallas, coming back to Florida was not as much as a culture shock move as it could have 
been. I have become a part of the community here not only in the ham radio aspects but in the 
community as well. I am an active member of the Sarasota Amateur Radio Association and a board 
member and also we have a very active QCWA chapter here which meets every month for luncheon 
and business meeting. I am also on the Board of Directors for our home-owners association and a 
member of the Deed Restriction committee. It’s a great way to make sure that ham radio rights are 
protected in our community. Fortunately we do not have any antenna restrictions. 

 

I am also very active in giving presentations on a variety of ham radio topics and history both at the 
radio club and also at the QCWA functions. I get requests from all over the state for presentations. The 
25th of March I will be driving 150 miles one-way to Ocala, Florida to give a presentation at their 
QCWA chapter luncheon.  

 

Here’s a little about my QCWA. First I joined the QCWA on the day after I had been licensed for 25 
years. That is a requirement to be a member of QCWA. I have been licensed now for 57 years and this 
year I received the 55 year licensed certificate from the QCWA. On March 3, 2010 a QCWA National 
Director came down to Sarasota to present the QCWA Century Club certificate to me. They only give 
out a couple of these every year. Quite an honor in that it’s difficult to achieve but not an honor 
because you’ve got to be old to get it. This certificate is only given to those QCWA members whose 
number of years as a QCWA member + your age must equal 100 or more. Here’s the photo of me 
accepting the award. If you’re a member of QCWA and get the QCWA Journal in the mail check the 
chapter section for Chapter 53 and you should see this photo and the write-up. 

 



 

 

73 for now. Listen for me on the 88 repeater, via Echolink, at 7:00PM on the first Tuesday of the 
month when y'all are in the mobiles heading to the burger place and the DARC meeting. 

73 to all,   Len, K4IWL 

 

May 15, 2010 - Richardson Wild Ride Bike Rally and Walk 

   
The 2010 Wild Ride Bike Rally and 5K Walk will be held on Saturday, May 15th. Benefiting the 
Methodist Richardson Cancer Center, the ride will travel a new 64 mile route from Richardson over the 
Lavon dam out to Josephine, TX and back. A 5K Walk will be held at the same time. 
 
Ham operators are needed to provide support communications. VHF voice, APRS, and 802.11 digital 
will be used. Each rest stop will have a VHF base station operator and a digital operator who is to be 
connected to the internet. Digital still pictures will be taken and sent over the internet to the Start/Finish 
line for display. Hams with a laptop computer and digital camera are needed. For SAG vehicles, hams 
with pickups or vans are being recruited. 
 
To volunteer, fill out the form at http://k5rwk. org/form. html or contact Doug Kilgore KD5OUG 
kd5oug@arrl.net or 972-231-8539. There's a place on the form where you can indicate your assignment 
preference. 
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The National Multiple Sclerosis Society raises awareness by holding a 150 mile Bike Ride event on 
May 1st and 2nd 2010.  Last year had about 3000 riders which some are teams, families or individuals.  
To pull off such an event, hundreds of volunteers are needed from rest stops, lunch break and SAG, to 
name a few.  This event starts at the Frisco Rough Rider Stadium in Frisco and day 1 completes at 
Texas Motor Speedway.  Day 2 Starts at TMS and completes in Ft. Worth at Sundance Square.  
We are a volunteer committee to support this event and our role is the SAG (Support And Gear) for the 
cyclists.  This includes hauling tired or broken down riders to the next rest stop.  In an effort to be as 
efficient in supporting the ride, effective communication is key.  To accomplish this, we will have vans 
with Amateur Radio Operators and another non-operator that will operate on a schedule between break 
points (rest stops). 



To properly service this event we will operate 25 vans, thus we need a minimum of 25 Amateur Radio 
Operators and 25 non-operators totaling 50 people. 
If you have a counterpart that you can pair up with, one will be the driver position and the other will be 
a navigator remember one MUST be a radio operator.  We will provide transportation back t the start 
line for each day of the race so you may go home for the night.  If you are the driver you will be able to 
take the van home for the night. 
For more information about the event please visit  http://www.nationalmssociety.org/chapters/sams-
club/index.aspx  
If you are interested in helping with this event please contact me at N5ANM@yahoo.com  
Thank you for your service for a great cause. 
 
Regards, 
Brett Alexander & Heather Baker 
SAG Co-Coordinators 

                     Minutes of the DARC Board Meeting of March 3, 2010 

Present:                                                                                                      
President                                                  Tom KE5ICX                          
Treasurer                                                  Tony KE5TGM                                                          
Director 1                                                 Karl KE5AVE 
Director 2                                                 Herman KE5HYW     
Director 3                                                 James N5BKL  
Director 4                                                 Bob KE5PHX 
Director 5                                                 Scott KE5DKV 
Director 6                                                 Randy KE5JIT 
 
Absent: 
Secretary                                                  Mike K2MIC 
Vice President                                          Scott N1SAC 
 
The meeting was called to order by the DARC president Tom General at 6:03 p.m. at the Brookhaven 
Church on Marsh and Valley View. 
 
Introductions of board members and guest took place by name and call sign for recorded purposes. 
 
The February board minutes were approved by the attending board members. 
 
Tom asked for and received commitments from members on the following assignments; 

1. Door Prizes. 
2. Public Information. 
3. Mentor List. 
4. New Membership Rep. 
5. Web Master/ assistant. 
6. Email Response. 
7. Field Day prep. 
8. Frontiers of Flight event coordinator. 
9. New member information packet. 
10. Boy scouts 100th Anniversary. 



 
Tony gave the Treasurer’s Report which can be found in the regular club meeting minutes. 
 
Past due membership notices were sent out as of 3-02-10. 
 
The DARC donor plaque will be ready by 3-3-10. 
 
Meeting adjourned at6:55 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Scott Drummond/KE5DKV 
 

                  Minutes of the DARC General Meeting for March 2, 2010 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by the President of the club Tom General KE5ICX at 7:08 p.m. at the 
Brookhaven Church, at the corner of Marsh Lane and Valley View. 
 
26 members / 2 visitors were present. 
 
Don W9VE led the club members and guest in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Club members and guest were introduced by name and call sign. 
 
Education and Program Officer - Katherine Hall KE5ZCM thanked everyone for completing the survey 
that she had passed out in the February meeting. She compiled the information and presented members 
with the results. Katherine announced that there will be a “Tech Net” coming to the 88 repeater in the 
near future to be held on Saturday evenings. Katherine and Roger KE5YTA will be acting net control 
on that net. 
 
The DARC will set up the communications trailer and a table at the “Frontier of Flight” museum at 
Love Field on the weekend of April 10 and 11. 
 
Technical officer Bernie K5BP reported that the repeater clock module has been sent off for repair and 
should be returned soon. The back up repeater is now in operation. 
 
 
The Treasurer’s Report as of February 28, 2010 
 
Checking = $11,685.20 
Whit Griffith Fund = $6,298.15 
Pay Pal = $0.00 
Expenses for Feb. = $50.00 – Repeater site. 
                                 $568.29 – Laptop purchase. 
                                 $27.73 – AT&T 
Total =                     $646.02 
 
 



Second invoices for club dues were sent out today to those who have not yet renewed their 
membership. Those who do not renew may have their names dropped from the membership roster. 
 
The DSTAR system is closer to becoming a reality to the club. Randy KE5JIT is waiting for further 
communication from Randy Berger and Johnny Davis on its progress. 
 
Mike Chittenden AE5IV (Extra class) was voted in as the newest member of the DARC. 
 
Tom asked club members for assistance in helping those that had volunteered in the assignments that 
had been delegated during the early board meeting. (See board meeting minutes for those assignments.) 
 
Bill AE5BK displayed a 440 satellite antenna that he had constructed. 
 
Whit Griffith donated 4 years of issues of QST magazines to the club. 
 
Next month is “Old Timers Night”. 
  
The movie provided by Bernie, “Our Mr. Sun and the Strange Case of the Cosmic Rays” was shown 
for those who wished to stay. 
 
Meeting Adjourned.  
Submitted by Scott Drummond/KE5DKV  
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The Dallas Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
PO Box 744266 Dallas, TX 75374 

 
2010 DARC Officers and Directors: 

 
President                      Tom General KE5ICX 
Vice-President              Scott Clark N1SAC 
Treasurer                      Tony Medina KE5TGM 
Secretary                      Mike Berry K5MIC 
Director 1                     Karl Borchardt KE5AVE 
Director 2                     Herman May KE5HYW 
Director 3                     James Shugart N5BKL 
Director 4                     Bob Kelly KE5PHX 
Director 5                     Scott Drummond KE5DKV 
Director 6                     Randy Patterson KE5JIT 
 
The Dallas Amateur Radio Club, Inc., founded in 
1914, is an ARRL-affiliated Special Service Club, 
and is a non-profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 
organization.  Your donations to the DARC qualify 
for tax exemption. 
 
Club meetings are always open to anyone 
interested in amateur radio.  To contact us email:  
info@w5fc.org. 
 
Our repeater Trustee is Johnny Davis K5JD.  Our 
repeaters are located in the city of Dallas and are 
available for the use of all licensed amateur radio 
operators, subject to the repeater guidelines set 
forth in the official DARC website, w5fc.org. 
 
The repeater auto-patch is for the use of DARC 
members only.  Any club member may obtain the 
patch code and instructions by contacting the 
Secretary at secretary@w5fc.org.  Also contact 
him if you have lost your membership roster 
password. 
 

DARC REPEATERS: 
 

2m 146.880 out 146.280 in
 110.9/110.9 
 Echolink Node: 37247 / W5FC-R  
1.25m 224.880 out 223.280 in
 110.9/110.9 
70cm 442.425 out 447.425 in
 110.9/110.9 
 
 
Your letters to the editor or articles for In the 
DARC are welcomed.  They may be edited for 
length or style, and they may or may not be 
published.  The DARC accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy of the contents of this newsletter.  
Reproduction is permitted provided that this 
newsletter and the original source are credited. 
 

Copyright © 2010 Dallas Amateur Radio Club  

    
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
DARC Club Meeting - Tuesday April 6th 
Burger House (Informal Meet Up) Dinner 6:00 PM 
Brookhaven Church Business 7:00 PM 
 
DARC Board Meeting -  Tuesday April 6th 
Brookhaven Church  6:00 PM 
Meetings are in the Youth Center adjacent to the church. 
 
Dallas RACES Training Net - Sunday April 18th   
146.88 MHz 8:00 PM - 1st & 3rd Sundays 
Everyone is invited to listen, but only RACES appointed 
stations are permitted to participate. 
 
DARC Meeting on the Air - Sunday April 18th 
146.88 MHz  7:00 PM - 1st & 3rd Sundays 
Now available through Echolink Node 37247 
 
DARC Tech Net every Saturday evening at 7 PM  
146.88 MHz 
 
DARC board meetings are open to anyone who wishes to 
attend, visit, and observe. 
 
NTS DFW Early Traffic Net - Every Day 
146.88 MHz 6:30 PM - every evening 
All hams are invited to this traffic and training net. 
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