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UPCOMING EVENTS:

DARC Club Meeting - Tuesday March 3
Burger House (Informal Meet Up)  Dinner 6:00 PM
Brookhaven Church Business 7:00 PM

DARC Board Meeting -
Brookhaven Church

Tuesday March 3
7:00 PM

DARC Meeting on the Air - Sunday March 15
146.88 MHz 7:00 PM - 1 & 3" Sundays
All hams are welcome to join this get-together.

Dallas City RACES Training Net - Sunday March 15
146.88 MHz 8:00 PM - 3" Sundays
Everyone is invited to listen, but only RACES
appointed stations are permitted to participate.

DARC board meetings are open to anyone who
wishes to attend, visit, and observe.

NTS DFW Early Traffic Net - Every Day
146.88 MHz 6:30 PM - every evening
All hams are invited to this traffic and training net.

Jerry Garrett KSJLG and Gerald
Merchant WBSNZYV Discuss
Emergency Response After

“Huricane Ike”

At the February 3™ General Meeting, Jerry
Garrett K5JLG, and Gerald Merchant
WB5NZV, gave their presentation on

“Emergency Response to lke”. Both, Gerald
and Jerry were called upon to support fire and
police organizations after the destructive
hurricane “Ike” made landfall on September 1%,
2008.

Gerald Merchant KB5NZV (left) and Jerry Garrett
K5JLG (right)

They presented a fascinating story involving
the Denton County emergency communications
vehicle called “Goliath”. It is operated by the
Denton County Emergency Office.
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Jerry also explained “Goliath” contains a full
fledged ham station with Kenwood D710 and a
“crank up” 100 foot tower on the vehicle
proper, allowing them communications at
several miles using the inherent capabilities of
cross band with the D710.

Orange County was their first stop, setting up
in an HEB parking lot, and assisting in high
water rescue. Working with the Orange County
EOC they fabricated a temporary repeater
system, significantly improving their 10 mile
limit after the disaster, using modified UHF
Motorola 800Mhz system. The system was
then connected to a simplex 2-meter radio
gateway thanks to some technical expertise of
fellow ham Guy Story, KC5GOI.

Jerry and Gerald stressed the importance of
disaster response and the fact they were
frequently “on their own” as FEMA and other
agencies were overwhelmed with requests and
deployments. They relied on various
volunteers and “happenstance” such as Bill
Tayor from “Emergency Response Shower
Units” http://www.emergencymobileshower.us
who volunteered his “home built” shower truck
to the Denton County group.

The group also supported Baycliff, TX, an
unincorporated community of 24,000 residents,
16 miles northwest of Galveston.  They
explained how they assisted the all volunteer
fire department, most whom had little sleep
days after the storm, mentioning their efforts
were greatly appreciated by the community.

The presentation was loaded with pictures,
giving an “insiders” view of emergency
response and real world situations such as
“where do you get food, water, and fuel in a
hurricane ravaged area.

AED Contribution from
Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas

DARC was pleased to welcome John
Carpenter, Dr. Brian Li, and Zoe Terral from
Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas, who officially



presented the Automatic External Defibrillator
(AED) device at the General Meeting. The
AED was promised to the club through the
efforts of Kevin Harkins W5DJK and his wife
Maria. Li added the hospital would provide
training to interested DARC members. The
club is intending to install the unit in the new
DARC trailer for special events and emergency
deployments. The group mentioned training
would include “Basic Life Support” and
“Advanced Life Support” certifications, which
would be valid for two years.

President’s Corner

By Randy Patterson, KE5JIT@arrl.net

Greetings!

| offered a new item to our February General
Meeting; “Five Minutes with the President”. |
have committed to setting aside a minimum of
five minutes during MOTA and general
meetings for the remainder of my term this year
to answer any question you would like to bring
up to myself or any other officers of the club.
So put your notes together and we will listen
and respond to your questions.

--000--

Membership dues are past due for some of our
members. Invoices were mailed in December

and now we need to remind you it is time to
make those renewals. You may do this online,
mail or turn in during our next club meeting.

The DARC depends on your renewals to
support the repeaters and pay bills. If it is your
intention to not renew, please drop me a line,
let me know and share with me the reason you
are not renewing. You can send that directly to
me at ke5jit@yahoo.com .

--000--

We have been advised that Dallas County
Races training net is moving to another repeater
for 1% Sunday of the month.

Dallas City Races will remain on the 146.880
repeater for their training net every 3" Sunday
of the month.

The Dallas Amateur Radio Club has supported
Dallas County Races for several years and will
continue to be available to help in whatever
capacity they need us, whether it be in an
emergency, public service, or any other field
they ask us to help.

--000--

Jerry Garrett — K5JLG, presented our February
program on Emergency Preparedness and
Amateur Radio Response to Hurricane Ike.

It was entertaining and amazing to listen as he
described the 10+ days that Denton Emergency
Preparedness, and area law enforcement and
fire department agencies came together to help
in the Houston, Orange, and Galveston areas.

There was a team of volunteer amateur radio
operators who accompanied this group giving
their time, knowledge, and experience to help
those communities in need.

--000--
We have decided not to move forward with the

proposal to change meeting dates. We were
considering, and mentioned at the February



meeting of moving the General Meeting to the
third Monday of the month. After further
research, it was determined that another club in
the area had meetings on that evening and we
did not want to interfere with any dual club
members having to decide which club meeting
to attend. DARC meetings will remain on the
FIRST TUESDAY of each Month.

We will also have our Board Meeting at 6:00
p.m. on the First Tuesday of each month. We
are going to try and take care of board business
before club meetings. If we do not finish
before the regular meeting starts, we will take a
15 minute break after the general meeting and
complete the board meeting.

--000--

The DARC MOTA had a tremendous turnout
for the 3" Sunday DARC Meeting on the Air.
We had 20 hams who checked in and shared
their time with us. This was the largest number
of check-ins since | have been net control.

As we go forward into our March meeting on
the air, we want to experiment with adding
Echolink as a option for hams to join our net.
Echolink allows licensed operators to connect
to our repeater via the Internet. The plan is to
allow this connection only during the MOTA
net.

This will create an opportunity for fellow hams
who have moved away and would like to check
in to say hello to do so and see what is going on
and happening within the DARC.

--000--

It is time to start thinking and planning for
Field Day 2009! Dallas REACT partnered with
us in 2008 and we had a great time.

DARC members who attended the regular
meeting in January voted to extend the
invitation to Dallas REACT to join us again for
2009 and we are very happy to announce they
have accepted.

We had 62 people that signed our visitor list in
2008, we would like to make Field Day 2009
even larger. Our goal this year is to sign up a
minimum of 100 attendees to FD 2009 at Flag
Pole Hill.

On the food side of the equation, there has been
a suggestion of tamales this year. We will open
the food topic to suggestions. We had spaghetti
the past couple years on Friday evening and
continued with brisket on Saturday.

Let me know what your thoughts and wishes
for food are, and we will see if we can work it
out — volunteers are always welcome.

If you are interested in helping with Field Day
or have suggestions, feel free to drop us a line
at board@ws5fc.org

Don’t forget to visit the www.w5fc.org and
select on the HamCom link. This is a way for
the DARC to receive some easy money and you
don’t have to open your wallet in the process.

We would like to say “thank you” to the County
of Denton for donating the amber bar for our
new trailer. This was one of the items we
wanted to acquire for the trailer in our February
meeting. Jerry and Gerald were present and
they offered to donate a spare one to us. We
will need to pick up or build a controller for it,
but it has been completely rewired and ready to
roll.

Van/Trailer Update — We have moved the van
back into Dallas city and have high hopes that
we have a buyer. We are working hard to try
and sell by our end of February timeframe we
had set.

The trailer is making progress. The gas tank
has arrived and at the time of writing (February
21%) is in the process of being installed.

Randy2 - KE5SJWT has installed the roof rack
for mounting our permanent antennas, (a
picture of the completed work is on page 10 —
Ed.) amber lights, and exterior lights. He is
also doing some other work for us.



We will be looking for additional help on the
first weekend of March to complete the wiring
and coax project. This should bring us very
close to completion.

We also need someone to help us with
obtaining sign-age for the trailer (DARC
Logos) and, hopefully, will provide us with a
reduced rate for this. Anyone who can help in
this area, please contact me directly for details
on our requirements.

Please join us Tuesday, March 3nd for our
General Meeting. Our March Presentation will
be by Pat Hykkonen NSNPL. Pat is a Dallas
Area RACES Net Control Operator and will be
our speaker. He will do a presentation on what
it's like to be on the net control end of the net
and then answer any questions you might have
about RACES.

There has been some interest from some of our
newer members and | will have applications
and will be accepting on behalf of RACES for
those wishing to join.

Silent Key

I'm sorry to bring this sad bit of news, but RC
“Rik” Albury KATTT (formerly W5SO0Q)
passed around midday on Thursday, February
12.

An Extra Class Amateur radio operator, Rik
was born on April 26, 1944. He joined the
DARC on June 22, 1994. He was a Lifetime
Member and served as a past DARC President.
Rik is survived by his wife, Lu Albury
WBS5LNW, daughters, René N50UX, Roni
KB5HCP, brother-in-law,  Allen  Duvall
KB5BLP, and sister-in-law Diane Duvall.

My condolences go to this wife, daughters and
family. Rik will be remembered for his
contributions and efforts inside the DARC.

73’s KATTT

Randy KESJIT@ARRL.NET

FOR SALE

1977 GMC-Grumman-Van. Complete with two
used Mr. Coffee units. Engine needs work,
structure is sound and stable.  Anyone
interested in submitting a bid, please drop a line
to board@w5fc.org and give you bid (highest
bid does not necessarily mean you are the
winner — we do not want to give away). It will
be sold as is.

Support the DARC every time you go
shopping at Tom Thumb. Just tell the
cashier to ““ring you up via the Good
Neighbor Program with #4056.”

Letters from Len

March 2009
N. T. “Len” Carlson, K4IWL



Last month | talked a little about what Dallas
and the DARC was like in the 80's. As
members or prospective members of the DARC
| think it is important for you to know some of
the history of the club and its members.

The DARC is the 2" oldest club in the State of
Texas, the oldest being the Texas A&M
Amateur Radio Club W5AC. Our club has a
distinguished history with a host of influential
members over the years and a long history of
service to Dallas.

| came to Dallas in 1983 and joined the club
soon after arriving in February of that year. The
membership roster from that year shows 260
paid up members. The club was very active
back then both in club activities and in meeting
attendance.

Back then, our meetings were in the Wyatt's
Cafeteria at the corner of Marsh and Forest
Lane. Don't go looking for Wyatt's. It went out
of business and was torn down back in the 90's.
| have forgotten the actual year. Back in those
days we typically had 50 to 75 members
squeezing into the meeting room every month.
We would get there early and eat together
exchanging stories and general chit-chat.

It was a great time and enjoyed by all. The
business meetings were always very animated
with lots of discussions of the various motions
on the floor, everyone had an opinion. We had
interesting  programs  like when  Whit
demonstrated a spark transmitter and talked
about how it was used. It was quite a show
when he closed the key and the sparks flew.

Jumping back to the present for a bit, we are
settled into our house here in Sarasota, Florida.
Moving from a 2400 square foot house in Plano
to a 1500 square feet house in Sarasota is not
easy. Not much space for a ham shack so Judy
has allowed me to put up a large shed in the
back yard. It is a 10' x 14" steel shed. The box
has arrived and it's ready to be assembled.

| had a contractor pour a concrete slab and now
that the weather has warmed up | will be

starting the assembly of the shed soon. I will be
putting up my Hi-Gain AV-640 vertical and an
OFC multi-band wire antenna. | expect to be
back on HF in a couple of months. Look for
K4IWL on 7.040 and 14.060 CW. I'll be
running a full QRP gallon; 5 watts!!!

73 for this edition of Letters from Len. CU next
month.

Len

Minutes of the DARC Board

Meeting of 17 February 2009
Present
President Randy KE5JIT

Vice-President David KD5RYM
Treasurer Bob KE5PHX
Secretary Scott KESDKV
Director 1 Karl KESAVE
Director 2 Herman KESHYW
Director 3 James N5BKL
Director 4/Newsletter Editor Tom KE5ICX
Director 6 Scott N1SAC
Absent

Technical Officer Bernie N5BP
Director 5/PSO Kevin W5DJK

The meeting was called to order by the
president at 7:02 p.m. at the Brookhaven
Church on Marsh and Valley View.

Introductions of board members took place by
name and call sign for recorded purposes.

The board meeting minutes for January were
approved.

The AED unit that was donated by Presbyterian
Hospital to the DARC was found to have no
battery with the unit. Randy has asked Kevin to
pickup the unit and inquire if a battery could be
supplied by the hospital. Kevin has contacted
the hospital concerning this matter. The AED
unit is secured at Randy’s house.

The subject of moving the general meeting to
the 3™ Monday of the month will be brought
before the members for a vote at the March
general meeting. The March board meeting will



be on the 1% Tuesday at of the month at 6:00
p.m.

A discussion was held on the issue of updating
and modifying the DARC by-laws. Board
member’s input and advisements will continue
at the March board meeting and at that time a
committee will be formed.

The Treasurer’s Report as of February 17, 2009

Checking = $12,928.17

Whit Griffith Fund = 3,807.26

Pay Pal = $0.00

Trailer Fund = $5,238.01

Pledges = $900.00

Expenses at the end of January = $102.24
Misc. Expense = $357.90

Total Expense = $460.14

The DARC has invited Dallas County REACT
to join us once again for this year’s Field Day
Event.

The DARC will not have a table at the Sky
Warn event to be held this upcoming weekend;
also the DARC Communication Trailer will not
be available for that event.

The Trailer is near completion other then some
electrical issues and some cosmetics. It will be
moved this Friday to Randy 2’s (KE5JWT)
location in Lancaster to have the overhead rack,
light bar and fuel cell installed. There will be 4
sets of amber lights to be placed along the
topsides of the trailer.

New Business: Bob has received the insurance
policy for the van and Randy has instructed him
not to pay it at this time.

The board discussed the possibility of reducing
the size of the DARC post office box

before the renewal time becomes current.
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Submitted by Scott Drummond/KE5DKV

From the Editor

I goofed! Last month I failed to list the current
Skywarn schools offered around the Dallas
Metroplex. Doh! You would think after two
years of doing the newsletter | would remember
this time of the year — like Christmas in
December. Oh well, we'll try harder next year.

This month we have a few new pictures of the
trailer and its latest electrical work, as well as
photos from the “busy” General Meeting where
we had guests from the Denton EOC and
Presbyterian Hospital.

I'm happy to report, John K5JDW also provided
some really interesting ATV screen shots from
the DARC Field Day 2000. Some of folks
depicted should look familiar to you.

As always, I'm looking for more input for the
newsletter. I can certainly use technical
articles, news  stories, and  personal
remembrances/experiences involving ham radio
and the DARC in particular.

As I've mentioned in the past, you don't have to
write a complete article. Sometimes just a
simple email with a few sentences framing your
newsletter submission will do the trick. That's
all it takes. I'll give you a call or send an email
in response and we can start there.

Help me out here!
Thanks!

Tom KESICX@ARRL.NET

Regular Meeting of
3 February 2009
The meeting was called to order by the
President of the club Randy Patterson KESJIT

at 7:04 PM at the Brookhaven Church, at the
corner of Marsh Ln. and Valley View.

36 members/visitors were present.

Tony KE5TGM led the club members and
guest in the Pledge of Allegiance.



Club members and guest were introduced by
name and call sign.

Kevin Harkins W5DJK who is the Public
Service Officer for the DARC introduced the
numerous directors from Presbyterian Hospital
of Dallas who were in attendance at the
meeting to present the DARC with an A.E.D
unit (Automated External Defibrillator) to be
added to emergency response equipment within
the DARC Communications Trailer.

Jerry Garrett K5JLG gave a presentation on
Denton County’s Emergency Response to
Hurricane Ike.

The attending club members voted into
membership to the DARC the following,

Elizabeth Adams KESWMP(Technician)
Ralph Rogers KSRGR(General).

The board has suspended any online
membership applications to the club to prevent
people from joining the club and then never
attending a meeting. The purpose of the
suspension is to prevent having a high number
of members on paper than actually shows up to
meetings which could adversely affect the
ability to hold meetings with the acceptable
amount of members present.

The meeting minutes for the month of January
were accepted by the attending members.

The Treasurer’s Report as of January 27, 2008
Checking = $12,504.81

Whit Griffith Fund = No report at this time.
Pay Pal = $0.00 / Pay Pal Deposited = $99.80
Trailer Fund = $5,238.01

Pledges = $1,200.00

Trailer Insurance = $18.00

Misc. Expense = $102.24

Total Expense = $120.24

It will be proposed to the folks with Dallas
REACT that the DARC and REACT will join
together in this year’s Field Day Event at Flag
Pole Hill.

Brent Alexander NSANM a member of the
Plano Club was given time to invite members
to participate in the MS 150 / Bike MS: Sam’s
Club Bicycle Event to be held on May 2nd and
3rd 2009. For further information contact Brent
at NSANM@yahoo.com.

Technical Officer Bernie Parker K5BP gave an
explanation as to why the repeater system for 2
meters had a limited coverage in some areas of
southern Dallas County. Bernie was given a
mobile repeater unit to be modified for use in
the Communication Trailer.

The Van has been cleared of all DARC
equipment and is ready to be sold. The goal is
to have the van out of the club’s ownership by
the first of March.

The Trailer is near completion other than some
electrical issues and some cosmetics. It will be
moved in the next week or so to Randy 2’s
(KE5JWT) location to have the overhead rack,
light bar and fuel cell installed.

A motion was made and approved by attending
members that a donation of $100.00 was to be
given to Bob Kelly KE5PHX to show our
appreciation and to help pay for electricity used
in the process of building the trailer at his
location in Argyle.

The door prize of a pair of wire strippers was
won by our newest club member Ralph
K5RGR and Kevin W5DJK.

There was no 50/50 raffle sale for this meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m.

Submitted by Scott Drummond/KE5DKV



New Members

Ralph Roger K5RGR

Welcome new members Elizabeth Adams
KESWMP and Ralph Rogers K5RGR
(pictured). Make a point of welcoming them at
a club event or contact them if they check in on
the local repeaters!

March Events

Date |Event

Arrive when you can — leave when you
must!

Contact us and help create the next chapter
in the DARC!
We need your expertise to “get the

communications trailer on the road.”

whfc@arrl.net

Red/Italic denotes a CHANGE in scheduling
from last month. Please mark your calendar
now!

Mar.

3 DARC Board Meeting, 6:00 PM

DARC Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM.
Brookhaven Church (Basement)

“Net Control at Dallas RACES” by Pat
Lawton, NSAPL.

18 DARC Meeting on the Air, 7 PM
146.88 Repeater

18 | City of Dallas RACES Net, 8PM
146.88 Repeater

21  |“Dallas Skywarn” Class
Carrollton City Hall
9:00-11:30AM

Satur | DARC Trailer Construction.

days
From 9AM - 5PM

QRT

Can you answer this question from the Extra
Class question pool?

E5B09: What is the relationship between the
current through and the voltage across a
capacitor?

A. Voltage and current are in phase.

B. Woltage and current are 180 degrees
out of phase.

C. Voltage leads current by 90 degrees.
D. Current leads voltage by 90 degrees.

Answer is: D. Current leads voltage by 90
degrees.

Read more about it at:

http://web.njit.edu/~ransom/ACcircuits.html

On the Internet:

Arbonet
(Amateur Radio Balloons Over North East
Texas)




They say Arbonet represents the “poor man's
space program” dedicated to reaching the edge
of space. The website discusses their latest
attempts at launching balloons to near space
altitudes (100,000 feet).

Latest Pictures from the Trailer

New antenna rack, exterior lighting, and donated
light bar are recent additions to the DARC trailer.

Electrical closet doors from the van see new duty in
the trailer.

10

GET READY FOR MORE
DARC FIELD DAY FUNI!!I

Any similarity to any actual ham is strictly
intentional.

Hummm, thee folks look familiar! Amateur TV at
Field Day 2000



